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were certain views on which we did not probably . incide; and believing that no church, under our pr ent arrangements, admitted that perfect liberty thought and expression which I must ever prize aj part of the human birthright, and which is essent to all noble and effective utterance, if I had felt n self at liberty so to do, I should have asked at or to be discharged from your service. But this libei I did not feel. I have considered myself bound no common ties to this society. I came here in I Inexperience of early youth, called from the reti ment and ignorance of a literary life, to form a n congregation, with no external aid in my favor 1 with many discouraging circumstances to cont( with, and often made to perceive that the respoi bilities of the station were greater than I could eas sustain. Nothing could have sustained me but a fi reliance on God, and the undeviating kindness i friendship which I have enjoyed, with scarce an ception, from every individual who has shared in ministry. As minister and society we have gro up together; we have neither of us known any ot pastoral relation, and have stood by each other, have surely spared no pains to do you whatever g< was in my power; and I rejoice to testify here in i place that you have ever been faithful and true me; and that I would not accept the ministry o any congregation I am acquainted with, in excha for that which I now bear. The friendships whic have formed with many of you are such as few joy; the intimate acquaintance which I have sh.E